
21st Century Education & Learning Environments

e d u c a t i o n

Welcome to the Color Story. We hope you enjoy this literary and visual experience, complements of The Sherwin-Williams Color Marketing 
& Design Services Department. This fourth edition will explore the current conditions and interests related to classroms of the future. We 
will examine and define color trends that are influencing the entire Education Market Segment for 2013.

21st Century Education is how we prepare 

children for their future. The focus is on  

collaboration, active learning, and preparing 

them for the outside world. Performances, 

projects and multiple forms of media are 

utilized in learning and assessment of stu-

dents. Students gain motivation and  

are respectful to each other and to their 

educators. Students learn to work collab-

oratively with their classmates and in a  

“global classroom” with the use of today’s 

technology.

While we are currently living in the 21st Cen-

tury, our education facilities are still adapting 

to this concept. With all the advancements 

in technology, classroom environments 

need to accomodate these changes. Edu-

cational facilities and classrooms in particu-

lar need to house many activities within the 

same space. Classrooms are required to 

provide flexibile, modular and mobile seat-

ing areas. This will optimize space, improve 

efficiency and control expense.

Technology plays a critical role in 21st Cen-

tury learning. Today’s students have access 

to wireless connectivity, any time and  

anywhere, creating learning environments 

throughout the building and providing 

students with vast quantities of informa-

tion online. With so many students having 

access to their own personal computing 

devices, schools can implement digital text-

books and complement learning with online 

information. Teachers now have the ability 

to assign an online project for students to 

learn ahead of time with classroom time  

being spent on questions and discussion.

Sherwin-Williams introduced a Dry Erase clear 
gloss coating in 2013. Now any wall surface can be 
transformed into a learning surface. It can be used 
on existing chalkboards, or any wall surface saving 
time and money of costly removal of asbestos-
backed chalkboards. The product is clear and can  
go over any of our paint colors allowing users 
complete creative control.

DID YOU KNOW?



Color plays a critical role in the educational 

world by energizing classrooms. Colorful 

work surfaces, furniture, flooring and walls 

are equally important. Creating exciting 

learning environments is key to helping     

        students keep their interest.  

    A natural focal wall for a classroom,   

    can be created by painting an accent 

color behind the instructor’s podium.

The change of color also helps to relieve 

eyestrain, fatigue and over stimulation. Typi-

cally neutral colors are utilized on 3 walls of 

the classroom and the 4th accent wall is a 

brighter more vibrant color.

When selecting colors for a classroom, 

think about function as well as aesthet-

ics. Pairing a calm, neutral main wall color 

such as SW 7506 Loggia with an energetic 

bright accent wall color such as SW 6488 

Grand Canal will invigorate a dull classroom 

and stimulate learning. By paring a cool 

pale gray/blue such as SW 6232 Misty with 

a much more vibrant and bright accent 

wall color SW 6510 Loyal Blue helps to not 

only incorporate a schools colors into the 

classroom, but can also keep things active 

and inviting.

Equally important to classrooms are the 

other common spaces of the school, which 

include cafeterias, hallways, and gymnasi-

ums. In addition to creating accent walls in 

these areas, patterns can be utilized as well. 

If your school’s colors are Scarlet and Gray, 

for example, you could paint the cafeteria or 

gymnasium with a neutral upper wall color 

of SW 0055 Light French Gray and use your 

school colors as an accent stripe SW 7018 

Dovetail and the lower wall color SW 7583 

Wild Current. Hallways can be accented in 

many areas with bright vibrant colors since 

these areas are meant to pass through. 

Bright yellow, SW 6683 Bee, or zesty orange, 

SW 6649 Tango are good options to brighten 

a hallway. Graphics and positive quotes can 

be applied over the bright colors creating a 

21st Century educational environment.
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Due to the printing process, colors shown approximate as closely as possible to the actual paint colors. © 2013 The Sherwin-Williams Company

Classroom Colors
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Accent

SW 6488

SW 7506 SW 6232

SW 0055

SW 6510

SW 7018

SW 7583

SW 0055
Light French Gray

SW 2859
Beige

SW 6073
Perfect Greige

SW 6105
Divine White

SW 6106
Kilim Beige

SW 6134
Netsuke

SW 6162
Ancient Marble

SW 6232
Misty

SW 6364
Eggwhite

SW 7014
Eider White

SW 7531
Canvas Tan

SW 7713
Tawny Tan

SW 7506
Loggia

SW 7583
Wild Current

SW 6869
Stop

SW 6649
Tango

SW 6683
Bee

SW 6748
Greens

SW 6488
Grand Canal

SW 6510
Loyal Blue

SW 6552
Dewberry

SW 6293
Fabulous Grape

SW 6840
Exuberant Pink

SW 7018
Dovetail

SW 6991
Black Magic

SW 7006
Extra White


