
e d u c a t i o n

Welcome to the Color Story. We hope you enjoy this literary and visual experience, complements of The Sherwin-Williams Color Marketing 
& Design Services Department. This third edition will explore the current conditions and interests related to libraries of the future. We will 
examine and define color trends that are influencing the entire Education Market Segment for 2012.

     Innovative design concepts, like collaborative wireless areas, private study rooms 
with comfortable seating and full service cafes, makes congregating at libraries a hip 
thing to do. This new “coffee-house” model provides an experience of comfort, con-
venience and promotes an environment where a wide variety of learning activities and 
creative thinking can take place.
     In our fast paced times, it is no surprise that people have become pros at multi-
tasking and libraries have adapted. Within the library setting, patrons can study, listen 
to music and e-mail while simultaneously texting friends. This is why it is important that 
a library have all the comforts of home to accommodate these individuals. By provid-
ing wireless technology, along with oversized chairs and a place to grab lunch, patrons 
are inclined to spend more time in their local library.
     This is also a reason why libraries are no longer considered quiet spaces. You may 
even notice pizza deliveries or catering companies setting up luncheons for groups 
within various breakout areas.
     Furniture is an integral component to creating a home-like setting within a library. Its 
furniture is functional, stylish and flexible. Libraries are offering adjustable height desks 
for different ergonomic needs and flexible work tables that can be easily moved to 
host different events.
     In addition to having the ability to change a space in the library at any given time, 
there is a need to create a more comfortable and open atmosphere as well. Lowering 
the height of bookshelves allows more natural light to penetrate through the space and 
promotes an airy feeling. Sufficient lighting produces a positive atmosphere and makes 
patrons feel good about their surroundings. If the lighting is dim, it is reported that time 
efficiency of the staff is compromised causing librarians to be less productive.
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     Robust materials, rounded forms, and bright, lively  
furnishings bring excitement to library interiors. Neutral 
colors such as Collonade Gray SW 7641, Antique White 
SW 6119 and Roycroft Suede SW 2842 are used as back-
drop hues to pop the bright hints of color dispersed within 
the library.
     Adventure Orange SW 6655, Leapfrog SW 6431, Mari-
ner SW 6766 and Overjoy SW 6689 are among the many 
punches of color which are shown on painted columns, 
signage and powder coated chairs.
     Extra White SW 7006 compliments the trends by cre-
ating an element of space and open air.

TECHNOLOGY
     With the use of iPads, think pads and digital readers, consumers have the ability to 
bring the classroom to the comfort of their living room. Classes are offered online and 
textbooks are now downloaded or rented.
     There are over 20 new digital readers on the market, including the 2011 introduc-
tion of Amazon’s KindleFire. Apple Inc. has also introduced iTunes U, which hosts over 
200,000 college courses. The days of the traditional brick and mortar classrooms are 
diminishing.
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Band Practice Rooms

Mini Theaters

Art Studios

Treadmills & Exercise Bikes Within the Library

Drama Studios

Videocasting Studios

Podcasting Studios
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