
T
he hospital environment is 
important for the health of both 
patients and employees. Color can 

play a big role, as demonstrated at the new 
University Hospital Ahuja Medical Center in 
Beachwood, Ohio. 

“We know from evidence-based design 
research, that color, light, and access to 
nature and control over one’s environment 
improves clinical outcomes and promotes 
a sense of calm,” adds Patricia Malick, of 
Array Healthcare Facilities Solutions in 
King of Prussia, Pa., associate architect 

and interior designer on the project. “We 
utilized nature-inspired colors, textures 
and patterns that complement the exterior 
and provide strong visual cues to patients 
and visitors navigating the building.”

Inside the patient rooms and hallways 
at the Ahuja Medical Center, color plays 
an important role in the overall patient ex-
perience. Working in conjunction with the 
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Colors Play a Role in  
the Patient Experience

“Sherwin-Williams was our 
 technical partner throughout 
 the entire process.”
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Sherwin-Williams Company, Array specified three 
and sometimes four colors in every patient room, 
focusing on soft greens, sunny saffrons and com-
plex purples. The 27 colors included Tranquil Aqua, 
Empire Gold and Exclusive Plum. Hues are more 
saturated in the physical therapy rooms, meant to 
energize patients and encourage them to physically 
push themselves. 

Harmony® Interior Acrylic Latex Paint was speci-
fied for most of the interior surfaces in order to meet 
the stringent indoor air quality requirements for the 
project to receive LEED® certification. Harmony has 
odor eliminating technology that reduces common 
odors to help rooms stay fresher longer. It also deliv-
ers very good hide – withstanding frequent washings 
and resisting mildew with anti-microbial properties.

The availability of Harmony in a variety of 
sheens also fulfilled the needs of the architect 
– walls were painted with eg-shel, ceilings and sof-
fits with flat, and stair towers with semi-gloss. Pro 
Industrial™ coatings were used in operating rooms 
and housekeeping rooms where high performance 
coatings were required.

COATINGS SOLUTIONS FROM A NAME YOU KNOW AND TRUST
At Sherwin-Williams, we’re committed to continually developing innovative 
coatings and programs to help make your facility run smoothly while controlling
maintenance expenditures. With more than 3,500 stores and 1,800 sales 
representatives across North America, personal service and expertise is 
always available close to your site.
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Operating rooms & high traffic areas: 

PRO INdUSTRIAL™ cOATINGS 

High performance coatings for commercial spaces  

Interior Surfaces: 

HARMONY® 
INTERIOR AcRYLIc 
LATEx PAINT

Now with formaldehyde 
reducing technology to  

help reduce VOCs from potential sources like   
insulation, carpet, wood cabinets and fabrics 
and promote better indoor air quality

Design services & custom help
Whether you need expert advice for selecting color or  
have a designer on staff, Sherwin-Williams can help you 
create a comfortable environment. We offer a variety of 
design services to qualified accounts including professional 
color consulting and coordination, photo imaging for  
easier exterior color selection, customized color cards 
and much more! We can also assist you in developing 
specifications tailored to your specific performance, 
environmental, budget and deadline requirements. To  
have a representative contact you, call 800-524-5979.

soft colors like these promote a healing environment in patient rooms.
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